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RANKING FRAMEWORK

BEST PRACTICES, INNOVATION AND
INSTITUTION DISTINCTIVENESS

5.4. Special New Innovative Initiatives Or ldeas
Adopted in the College (Other than at Sr. No. 5.2
above)

5.4.1. Virasat-Darpan — Student-Led Exhibition on Traditional
Tools and Hatti Tribal Heritage

i. Objectives
The practice aims to:

1. To acquaint students with traditional tools, utensils, and practices of the
Hatti tribal community.

2. To foster pride in local cultural heritage, self-reliance, and indigenous
knowledge systems.

3. To encourage documentation and preservation of family heirlooms and
traditional knowledge systems.

4. To develop research aptitude, creativity, presentation skills, and cultural
awareness among students.

5. To integrate experiential learning with local history, anthropology, and
Indian Knowledge Systems.

6. To strengthen intergenerational dialogue between students, faculty, and
community elders.

7. To highlight indigenous technological ingenuity and sustainable rural
practices.

8. To celebrate Shram-Sanskriti (culture of labour) and reinforce tribal identity.

9. To promote participatory learning by engaging students as “student-
curators.”

10.To strengthen community—college relationships through heritage-based
engagement.

Guuerancat Degree Ontege Kagfote
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ii. The Context

Government Degree College Kaffota is situated in the remote Trans-Giri region of
District Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh, and primarily serves first-generation learners
from the Hatti tribal community. The region possesses a rich legacy of indigenous
craftsmanship, agrarian practices, and self-reliant rural life. However, rapid
modernization, migration, and changing lifestyles have led to the gradual decline of
traditional tools and knowledge systems.

Many valuable artefacts still exist in households but are often unrecognized by the
younger generation. To address this gap, the college initiated “Virasat-Darpan”
(Mirror of Heritage) as a student-led exhibition that transforms personal artefacts
into educational resources and reconnects students with their cultural roots.

The initiative aligns with the vision of the National Education Policy (NEP-2020),
which emphasizes experiential learning, Indian Knowledge Systems, and
community engagement.

ili. The Practice

“Virasat-Darpan” is conducted as an annual, student-driven exhibition under the
guidance of the Principal and faculty of the History Department, NSS Unit, and Eco-
Club.

a. Conceptualization and Student Participation

Students are encouraged to collect traditional artefacts from their homes and
villages. Each student acts as a curator, documenting the artefact’s local name,
usage, and cultural significance.

b. Collection and Display of Artefacts
The exhibition includes a diverse range of items such as:
e Agriculturaltools (e.g., Likhda, Kakuda, Haratua, Barma, Dhadki)

e Household utensils and objects (e.g., brass vessels, clay lamps, kerosene
lamps)

e Educationaltools (e.g., Patadi/wooden slate, wool-spinning implements)
e Cultural and recreational items (e.g., Gulli-Danda)
¢ Economic artefacts (e.g., old coins and traditional measuring units)

c. Thematic Organization

Artefacts are arranged into themes such as Agriculture, Domestic Life, Traditional
Education, Folk Technology, and Cultural Practices, creating a “living museum”
environment.
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Interactive Learning and Interpretation

Students explain the artefacts through demonstrations and oral narratives, linking
them with sustainability, innovation, and everyday life in earlier times.

Community Participation

Local elders contribute oral histories and contextual knowledge, enriching the
authenticity of the exhibition and promoting intergenerational learning.

f. Academic Integration

Faculty members connect artefacts with academic disciplines such as history,
sociology, economics, and environmental studies. Students prepare reflection
notes and documentation as part of learning outcomes.

v.

1.

Evidence of Success

Participation of over 100 students with display of 50-60 artefacts.
Development of a documented Heritage Register and photographic archive.

Increased awareness among students about indigenous knowledge and
culturalidentity.

Improvement in students’ communication, research, and presentation
skills.

Active community involvement, including support from parents and village
elders.

Positive feedback from faculty and administration highlighting experiential
learning.

Strengthened sense of pride and ownership among students regarding their
heritage.

Proposal initiated for establishing a permanent Heritage Corner in the
college.

Problems Encountered and Resources Required
Problems Encountered

Limited written documentation on traditional artefacts.
Challenges in handling and preserving fragile items.
Difficulty in verifying the historical authenticity of artefacts.

Linguistic challenges in translating local dialect names into formal
language.

Initial hesitation among families in sharing valuable heirlooms.
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e Limited space for systematic exhibition display.

b. Resources Required

e Basicinfrastructure (tables, charts, labels, display boards).
e Minimal financial support (35,000-%8,000 annually).

¢ Faculty coordination and mentoring.

e Community support for oral validation and artefact sourcing.

e Digital tools (mobile/camera) for documentation and archiving.

vi. Notes

“Virasat-Darpan” is a low-cost, sustainable, and replicable best practice
particularly suited for rural and tribal institutions. It transforms education into a
participatory and experiential process by integrating cultural preservation with
academic learning.

The initiative aligns with:
e NEP-2020 (Indian Knowledge Systems and experiential learning)
e SDG 4 (Quality Education)
e SDG 11 (Sustainable Communities and Cultural Heritage)

The practice has strong potential to evolve into a permanent Hatti Heritage Archive
or mini-museum, ensuring long-term preservation and wider dissemination of
indigenous knowledge.

The Programme Details

As part of the initiative, the Department of History organized an exhibition of
traditional tools at Government Degree College Kaffota. Students displayed a wide
range of artefacts collected from their homes, including ancient tools, ornaments,
utensils, agricultural implements, craft tools, and household items.

The primary objective of the exhibition was to connect students with their
cultural heritage and traditions. Students not only presented these artefacts but
also explained their usage and historical significance.

The programme was coordinated by Prof. Dinesh Kumar Sharma
(Department of History), and chaired by the Principal, Dr. Kuldeep Singh. In his
address, the Principal highlighted that such initiatives serve as a bridge between
the past and the present and help the younger generation stay connected to their
roots.

Students and faculty showed keen interest in the exhibition and described it as
highly informative and inspiring.
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